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It is equally true that he has thrown his weight on the
side of the totalitarian leaders, and he has felt that the
imperial policy of Italy must mean an advance for his own
Church in the conquered countries. But he did not
altogether satisfy Mussolini, since the latter brought all
possible pressure to bear on the Pope to induce him to
bless the Italian armies and come out wholeheartedly for
Italy. The Pope did not do this himself, but he raised no
finger to stop Italian bishops up and down the country
from going on Fascist platforms and doing everything
possible to support the Italian arms.
The Vatican, which has always been extremely precise
in matters of detail and has a very typical Latin logical
outlook, has tried to make a very clear distinction between
what the Italian bishops have done as Italians, and what the
Vatican has done as the Vatican^ and argues, quite
rightly, that during the Great War the bishops of each
country came out wholeheartedly in support of their own
people. But in a way it has only itself to blame for
the world's criticism; and the Pope has on numerous
occasions specifically referred to his great loyalty to
Italy as an Italian. The Vatican has thrown in its lot to a
very considerable extent with Mussolini, as every well-
informed person in Europe knows.
During the actual campaign the Vatican's attitude was
based on the fact that it represented the National Church
of Italy, and therefore, the local bishops and even a few
nationalist cardinals, such as Cardinal Schuster of Milan,
gave their blessing and support to Italian arms, whilst the
Pope now and again only mildly deplored the use of force,
In a sense it must be admitted that the violent attitude of
the Archbishop of Canterbury, however right in Great